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February 2025
Tēnā koutou ki te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland Council
Please find attached DPA’s submission on the Bike riding and wheeled play options in Hibiscus and Bays




Disabled Persons Assembly NZ


For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor (Auckland)
Disabled Persons Assembly New Zealand
Email: policy@dpa.org.nz


Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.  
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.

The submission
Introduction
DPA welcomes the opportunity to engage with Auckland Council on the Bike riding and wheeled play options in Hibiscus and Bays.
DPA is supportive of biking and wheeled play facilities.  However, an area that several of our disability community members has raised is around e-scooters and the safety of our community. 

Equity for disabled
According to Statistics New Zealand’s 2023 Disability Survey, Auckland had a disability population rate of 14 percent.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Statistics NZ Disability survey: 2023. https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/disability-statistics-2023/] 

This number is set to increase further as the population ages as there is a strong correlation between ageing and disability. 
Currently there is not equity of access for disabled people to Council services and projects. Whichever option is chosen, there must be more investment in the following priorities which are important to Auckland’s disabled community:
· building and sustaining accessible, connected communities where everyone can live without barriers to their participation in terms of parks and their pathways.
· ensuring that the voices of disabled people can be heard in all decisions, especially those that impact on our disabled communities across Tāmaki Makaurau.



E-scooters
Disabled pedestrians, particularly blind/low-vision and wheelchair users, are being forced off footpaths due to e-scooters blocking pathways or being ridden dangerously.  Due to the unsafe footpaths, there are disabled individuals who have switched to using Total Mobility transport which increases personal costs at a time when cost of living is high.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/regulatory/docs/E-Scooters-Declaration-Not-to-be-Motor-Vehicles-Notice-2018-Review-Safety-review-report.pdf
] 

ACC spent over $30 million on e-scooter-related injuries in the first four years of operation, while Council collected less than half a million dollars from lease fees. The number of injuries leading to permanent disabilities remains unknown and should be investigated.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.acc.co.nz/newsroom/stories/three-years-of-e-scooters-the-true-cost-of-convenience] 

	Recommendation 1: that Council consider the impact of e-scooters on the disability community and follow the guidance of their own Disability Advisory Panel
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